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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendments 

f . Applicant's amendments/arguments with respect to amended claims 1-11 filed October 
26, 2005 have been fully considered (MPEP 714.04; 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1) but they are not 
persuasive. Amendments to the abstract and specification have been accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11 have been considered but are not 
persuasive. Applicant's amendments have necessitated a new search and new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 - 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. Applicant uses the terms "unique random numbers" and "random number" 
interchangeably without making a distinction between the two throughout the claims. For 
example, claim 1, step (i) states, "...one or more unique random numbers" then claim 1, step 
(iii) goes on to state, "selecting a random number..." It is not clear whether the "unique random 
numbers" of step (i) is the same as the "random number" of step (iii). It is assumed that the 
"unique random numbers" and "random number" are referring to the same element, if not 
applicant needs to clarify the distinction between the two. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention wajs made. 

4. Claims 1 - 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being aotidpated-by Perlman in 
US Patent No. 5,455,865 (hereinafter US '865) in view of Thomas et al. in US Patent No. 
5.151,899 (hereinafter US '899). 

5. Regarding claim 1, Perlman discloses a method of conveying a data packet over a 
packet network from a first server to one or more authorized recipient servers, the method 
comprising: 

(i) at a first server, storing a list; (ii) sending a copy of said list to an authorized recipient server 
by secure communication means; and (iv) sending said data packet to said authorized recipient 
server (see '865: Abstract; column 3, lines 5-6; column 4, lines 54 - 60; column 5, lines 33 - 
40, 51 - 55, 58 - 59, 65 - 67 and column 7, lines 44 - 46), 
but does not teach 

a unique random numbers or random number or (iii) selecting a random number from said list 
and including said selected random number in a data packet to be sent wherein said selected 
random number has not previously been selected and included in a data packet to be sent. 

Thomas et al. however does teach a unique random number or random number (see 
'899: column 4, lines 63 - 67; column 5, lines 12-20; and claim 1 , steps a) and b)). Thomas et 
al. also teaches selecting a random number from said list and including said selected random 
number in a data packet to be sent wherein said selected random number has not previously 
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been selected and included in a data packet to be sent (see '899: column 4, lines 67 -- column 
5, lines 1-6 and claim 1 step e)). 

As it pertains to claim 4, Perlman discloses a method of conveying a data packet over a 
packet network from a first server to one or more authorized recipient servers, the method 
comprising: 

(a) receiving by secure communication means at an authorized recipient server, a list and 
storing it, 

(b) receiving at the authorized recipient server a data packet; 

(c) sending a message acknowledging receipt of said data packet (see '865: see Abstract; 
column 4, lines 54 - 60; column 5. lines 32 - 36 and 50 - 57; column 6, lines 35 - 36; column 8, 
lines 7-14), 

but does not teach unique random numbers or random number in a list. 

Thomas et al. however does teach a unique random number or random number (see 
'899: column 4, lines 63 - 67; column 5, lines 12-20; and claim 1 . steps a) and b)), Thomas 
also teaches wherein if said included random number is contained within said stored list of one 
or more unique random numbers and if said including random number not included in an earlier 
received data packet (see '899: column 4, lines 67 - column 5, lines 1 - 6 and claim 1 step e)). 

Regarding claim 6, Perlman discloses a server arranged to convey data packet over a 
network, the server comprising: 

a packet network interface; a store for storing a list; secure communication means for 
sending a copy of said stored list to a predetermined destination; selecting means operable and 
routing means operable to send said data packet to said predetermined destination via 
said interface (see '865: Abstract; column 7, line 15 and Fig. 2; column 3, lines 23 - 25; column 
7, lines 12 - 14, 17 - 21, 25 - 27, 36 - 38 and 44 - 46). 
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but does not teach a unique random number or a random number from said stored list and to 
include said selected random number in a data packet to be sent wherein said selected random 
number has not previously been selected and included in a data packet to be sent. 

Thomas et al. however does teach a unique random number or random number (see 
'899: column 4, lines 63 - 67; column 5, lines 12-20; and claim 1 , steps a) and b)), Thomas et 
al. also teaches selecting a random number from said list and including said selected random 
number in a data packet to be sent wherein said selected random number has not previously 
been selected and included in a data packet to be sent (see '899: column 4, lines 67 - column 
5, lines 1 - 6 and claim 1 step e)). 

Regarding claim 10, Perlman discloses a server arranged to convey data packet over a 
network, the server comprising: 

a packet network interface; secure communication means for receiving a list; a store for storing 
said received list; and acknowledging means operable (see '865: Abstract; column 3, lines 24 - 
29; column 5, lines 35 - 36; column 6, lines 17 - 19 and 43 - 53; column 8, lines 7 - 14, 23 - 28 
and 52 - 54) but does not teach unique random numbers or a random number. 

Thomas et al. however does teach a unique random number or random number (see 
'899: column 4, lines 63 - 67; column 5, lines 12-20; and claim 1 . steps a) and b)). 

For claims 1 , 4, 6 and 10 it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the methods of Perlman and Thomas et al. as they both use features 
of secure data packet transmission within the same field of endeavor (securely communicating 
packet data from source to destination) and with the same problem sought to be solved 
(ensuring the integrity of data from sender). 

For claim 2, Perlman in view of Thomas et al. further discloses in step (vi) identifying the 
position of said selected random number within said list (see '899: column 2, lines 27 - 28; 
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column 4, lines 14-17; and claim 1 step f)) and step (vii) re-sending said data packets to 
authorized recipient server if at step (vii), said sequence number does not match said identified 
position (see *899: column 5, lines 65 - 68). 

Regarding claims 3. 5, 7, 8 and 1 1 , Perlman in view of Thomas et aL further discloses 
the incorporation of an acknowledgement message with a sequence number: 

where retransmission occurs after a specified time, (see '899: column 5, line 62, as 
performed by the flow control signal) and 

is indicative of the position of said random number (see '899: column 2, lines 27 - 28 
and column 4, lines 14-17) and 

resends said data packet if said sequence number does not match the position of said 
random number (see '899: column 5, lines 65 -68). 

For claim 9, Perlman in view of Thomas et al. discloses an alerting means (see *899: 
column 5, line 62, as performed by the flow control signal which requires acknowledgement 
request/reply). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event. 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Laurel Lashley whose telephone number is 571-272-0693. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, alt Fridays btw 7:30 am & 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen^isor. Gilberto Barron, Jr. can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Laurel Lashley 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2132 
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